THE   HISTORT   OF  SPIRITUALISM

first, the gift was used as a sort of amusement in reading
the letters or the watches of the assembled rustics
when his eyes were bandaged. In such cases all parts
of the body can assume the function of sight, and the
reason probably is* that the etheric or spiritual body,
which possesses the same organs as the physical, is
wholly or partially disengaged, and that it registers
the impression. Since it might assume any posture,
or might turn completely round, one would naturally
get vision from any angle, and an explanation is
furnished of such cases as the author met in the north
of England, where Tom Tyrrell, the famous medium,
used to walk round a room, admiring the pictures,
with the back of his head turned towards the walls
on which they were hung. Whether in such cases
the etheric eyes see the picture, or whether they see
the etheric duplicate of the picture, is one of the
many problems which we leave to our descendants.

Levingston used Davis at first for medical diag-
nosis. He described how the human body became
transparent to his spirit eyes, which seemed to act from
the centre of his forehead. Each organ stood out
clearly and with a special radiance of its own which
was dimmed in case of disease. To the orthodox
medical mind, with which the author has much sym-
pathy, such powers are suspect as opening a door for
quackery, and yet he is bound to admit that all that
was said by Davis has been corroborated within his
own experience by Mr. Bloomfield, of Melbourne,
who described to him the amazement which he felt
when this power came suddenly upon him in the
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